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Mister Chair of the Executive Board,  

  

Madam President of the General Conference,   

  

Madam Director-General, 

  

Dear colleagues, 

  

Here we are, at our first “operational” Executive Board after the 

General Conference. 

  

I've already had the opportunity to thank the Director-General 

yesterday for her introduction and the relevant proposals she has 

submitted to us. The restructuring plan goes in the right direction and 

bears testimony to a strong effort towards further rationalizing and 

streamlining the Organization, in line with the reforms initiated by her 

predecessors. 

  



We are in favour of the majority of the proposed structural and 

programmatic reforms, which aim, among others, to streamline 

administrative procedures and decision-making, to strengthen 

programmatic focus and increase the coherence among UNESCO’s 

activities. We believe that these changes can indeed help our 

Organization go beyond a sectorial structure which sometimes hinders 

its work.  

  

We appreciate the will to strengthen participation mechanisms with 

civil societies, namely the youth, to all UNESCO activities, in order to 

promote an effective dialogue among local actors and governments.   

  

This reforming effort is to be praised and will take some time to bear 

fruits. It is however necessary that all programmes adopted by the 

General Conference be launched as of today, combining the 

challenges of modern times with the guiding principles and visionary 

ideas which have been leading our Organization’s work. The new 

humanism, cultural diversity and pluralism, the value of cultural and 

scientific programmes, artificial intelligence – one of the key points of 

your vision – must lead the structural reform through concrete 

programmatic initiatives. The human being and his well-being, his 

spiritual and material growth are indeed at the heart of UNESCO’s 

mission. 

  

Italy is strongly committed to support Unesco and stands among those 

countries which believe that the world needs this Organization more 

than ever, as its mandate has never been so strong and relevant. In 

such a complex budgetary situation and in a political context where 

human rights are constantly denied and attacked, UNESCO must keep 

its high profile and its comparative advantage in contributing to the 

2030 Agenda. Before we may rethink our programmes, we should 

focus on the goals we want to achieve, and on the topics which 

characterize this Organization and make it unique in the UN system, 



including the protection of cultural heritage in crises and conflict 

zones, the fight against illicit trafficking, freedom of expression, clean 

water for all, ocean protection, promotion of quality and innovative 

education. 

 

Education is indeed a key topic, which encompasses all the objectives 

of the 2030 Agenda. The right to education is the priority among 

priorities. An interdisciplinary learning process is the only way to 

promote development, inclusive and shared economic growth, as well 

the resilience of our contemporary societies. In this context, education 

to global citizenship and the fight against violent extremism should be 

our two main goals. With this purpose, Italy has recently funded a 3 

million euro programme in favour of journalism and media for young 

people in Africa.  

  

Culture as a tangible instrument for sustainable development, dialogue 

and shared growth is a key priority for Italy. The protection of cultural 

heritage and the fight against illicit trafficking are the flagship 

programs of our work at UNESCO. In the meantime, culture shouldn’t 

be limited to a traditional approach; it should, on the contrary, be able 

of interpreting the present times. 

  

For this reason, our Delegation organizes a full-day event on the 

cross-cutting cultural dimensions of food on May 24th. Food is indeed 

a key vehicle for cultural identity, an educational tool which paves the 

way for new social platforms, fosters inclusion and sustainable 

development. We look forward to your numerous participation to this 

event and to hearing your ideas about this innovative subject. I 

promise we will arrange some great “food for thought” for you! 

 

 


